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DEQ continues investigation of landfill gases near Beau Coast
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Beau Coast residents meet to discuss methane threat

BEAUFORT — The Beaufort Refuse Dump on Freedom Park Road closed 50 years ago, but methane

gas generated by the historic site is raising new alarms for nearby homeowners and state regulators.

Though DEQ identified the site’s potential for gas production in 2006, recent testing suggests landfill

vapors may now be migrating into adjacent residential neighborhoods built in the years since.

O!cials with DEQ’s Division of Waste Management (DWM)

met last week with nearly 50 community members and town

leaders in Beaufort to address soil-gas readings collected

near homes on Sea Hawk Street and Great Egret Way, just

beyond the historic landfill site.

The meeting follows a March 19 remedial vapor sampling

report from engineering firm CDM Smith, Inc. Soil-gas

samples, or measurements of vapors between soil, collected

from three to four feet underground in December 2025 and

January 2026 showed methane concentrations as high as

53.2% per volume near 427 Sea Hawk Street and 44.7% per

near 411 Sea Hawk Street. Methane is considered explosive in air at concentrations between 5% and

15% by volume. Hydrogen sulfide was also detected near 427 Sea Hawk Street at levels exceeding

safe limits for soil beneath a home, though the report notes the amount was non-carcinogenic. 

Katherine Lucas, public information o!cer for the Division of Waste Management, explained in an

email to the News-Times that underground readings do not mean methane has entered homes. In

fact, indoor testing at 411 Sea Hawk Street in December detected no methane or hydrogen sulfide in

the home, though state contractors installed two free methane detectors inside as a precaution.

O!cials have been unable to access 427 Sea Hawk Street for further soil and indoor vapor

sampling. 

Beaufort dump risk score triples as
state probes gas migration
concerns
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However, o!cials say broader testing is necessary to determine if landfill gases are migrating from

the former landfill into residential structures or originating from natural coastal marsh soils.

To conduct testing, DEQ requested property access to 31 homes in the area. As of last week, only

nine had granted access, according to Project Manager Sean Gallagher, though state records show

o!cials delivered 25 follow-up requests to non-respondents on Aug. 10.

 “We’re asking for everybody’s cooperation to help us have the most e#ective strategy possible,” said

William “Billy” Meyer, Superfund section chief for the division. “The larger data set and the more

information we have, the better we can implement solutions.”

If testing reveals indoor risks, DEQ will install vapor mitigation systems and indoor detectors at no

cost to property owners. Delonda Alexander, special remediation branch head, said contractor

testing will begin in mid-September regardless of how many access agreements are returned.

During the meeting, several residents expressed concern that public environmental data could

depress property values or complicate home resales.

State o!cials clarified that their authority is strictly environmental, directing residents to a DEQ fact

sheet. The document states that residual contamination may have little impact on market value if

other factors are favorable, and notes that many lending institutions routinely refinance or issue

mortgages on impacted properties.

Getting the data is key to understanding the extent of the problem and, by extension, remedying it,

o!cials at the meeting underlined.

Meyer noted that refusing access prevents the state from verifying a specific parcel’s safety or

installing protective equipment. “If your concern is your property value and you don’t want us to take

a sample on your property, then that’s something that prevents us from getting data from your

property,” he explained.

Other residents questioned whether Beau Coast o!cials, property developers with Preston

Development Company and the home builders at Streamline Developers knowingly built homes

near a hazard. 

“It sounds like we were set up for failure in that respect,” one attendee asserted.

Investigation of the site’s contamination started as early as 2002. Early environmental site

assessments in 2006 and 2007 by engineering firm Withers & Ravenel did not detect any

underground methane on the former landfill site or in surrounding areas where Beau Coast homes

now sit. 

Consultants recommended that any development of property surrounding the Beaufort Refuse

Dump include bu#ers for potential methane gas migration and advised against purchasing the

former landfill parcel due to future liability and potential cleanup costs.

Developers appear to have adhered to other recommendations put forth, that they subdivide the

landfill parcel between multiple LLCs to reduce the companies’ individual liability and that they

consider a Brownfield’s agreement to remediate the site.

Property records show the former dump site was placed under a state Brownfields agreement in

June 2012, restricting its use to green space and potential walking trails. The parcel is owned by

Buried Treasure Inc., while adjacent land is held by Blue Treasure LLC—both entities linked to Beau

Coast developers.
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In an email statement to the News-Times, a spokesperson for Blue Treasure LLC said the company

supports DEQ’s continued evaluation of potentially a#ected properties and remains committed to

resident safety.

“We appreciate NCDEQ’s careful, science-based approach to evaluating these conditions and believe

it is important to allow NCDEQ’s review to proceed before drawing conclusions about the source,

extent, or significance of the conditions being evaluated,” they said. “We will continue to cooperate

with NCDEQ and the Town of Beaufort and will remain engaged as additional information becomes

available.”

Despite objections to DEQ’s e#orts, other residents present at the meeting seemed willing to

accommodate access after receiving more information.

The town of Beaufort encouraged property owners who received notices to arrange access for DEQ

in a recent press release on the matter. In fact, one of the town’s sitting commissioners present at

the meeting, Dexter Matthews, previously served as the Director of the Division of Waste

Management when the PRLF Program was established.

DEQ O!cials ultimately encouraged residents to reach out to the Division for more information.

Additional meetings will be held in the future as the investigation continues.


