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Controversial shrimp trawl Ban shelved ahead of
key study release
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BEAUFORT — By refusing to take up House Bill 442 on June 25, N.C. House Republicans effectively

killed both H.B 441 and 442 in this session. Rep. Ed Goodwin’s (R-Chowan) office confirmed that both

bills are dead, “as one was contingent upon the other” thereby preventing the ban on in-shore

shrimp trawling and the related buyout of shrimpers for this session.

The change followed a June 24 protest at the General Assembly, by eastern North Carolinians who

trawl for shrimp or support in-shore shrimp trawling.

Rep. Goodwin’s office added, “I would not be surprised if the Senate tried to sneak in the Conference

report. But with the public outrage over this, I don’t really see that happening.”

Just because the bills are dead doesn’t mean the ideas are, too. Rep. Goodwin’s office affirmed he “is

totally against the trawling ban and plans to speak against it in the House caucus and stop it from

getting to the House floor,” should the ban arise again in other pieces of legislation.

According to Rep. Goodwin’s office, he was “the leader in the House to kill the shrimp trawling ban

the Senate added to his bill, as he was a primary sponsor for both [bills].”

H.B. 442 originally expanded Flounder and Red Snapper recreational fishing, until the Senate added

a provision to ban shrimp trawling in the state’s estuaries and waters within a half mile of shore, and

passed the bill, 41-4, on June 17.

H.B. 441 originally adopted the loggerhead sea turtle as North Carolina’s official saltwater reptile, but

was fundamentally altered in the Senate to establish a Shrimp Trawl Transition Program,

compensating shrimpers for the trawling that they’d be banned from doing. It passed the Senate 43-

2 in its final reading on Tuesday evening.

With these bills being rushed through by the Senate, many have pointed to a study by the North

Carolina Collaboratory, N.C.’s research funding agency that informs policymaking statewide, on

N.C.’s fisheries and coastal habitats to recommend policies that would improve state fishery

governance. The study is slated to be presented to the General Assembly by June 30, leading to

presumptions that its findings would shed light on this issue and, thus, created the urgency to pass

the bills prior to its presentation.

While shrimp are among the 13 regulated marine species mandated by Senate Bill 296 to be

included in the study, UNC Institute of Marine Sciences Director and the study’s lead researcher, Joel

Fodrie, said in a February 2024 webinar on the study, however, that he and the nine other scientists

on the study have “not felt constrained to focus only on those 13 species, we dealt with a broader

scope in some cases.”

Fodrie shared with the Carteret News-Times the study is “broad” and “more holistic,” assessing, “fish

biology, fish ecology, estuarine ecology, governance and fisheries management,” but it “very

minimally intersects” with matters relevant to current shrimp trawling concerns.

The study, as a whole, seeks to compare N.C.’s management of those 13 species to other states’

management, and look at factors, whether environmental or man-made, that impact fisheries and

fisheries habitats, like storm frequency and intensity, commercial and recreational fishing,

population and water temperatures.

“In the case of shrimp trawling, I have no confidence about the effects of banning it or keeping it,”

Fodrie said. He continued, “I simply don’t know how the system would respond to banning shrimp

trawling,” dispelling narratives that the N.C. Collaboratory study would suffice as the authoritative

determinant of current policy directives on shrimp trawling.
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